Bioethics and/or public health ethics
The question is : where to locate public health ethics with respect to bioethics ? As a separate field with its own ethical references or as an illustration in its own field of principles worked out in bioethics ?

At first I thought that the two fields were quite distinct, that the principles coming first in public health ethics were not the same as those in bioethics. There is some truth in this :
 1) the principles : autonomy, non-maleficence and beneficence, precede justice in the classic American presentation of bioethical musts. Whereas justice has precedence over autonomy in classic  public health presentations. Another argument :
 2) the questions examined. at the beginning of the organized movement of bioethics, the focus was on spectacular advances in biomedical knowledge and their application in newsmaking « firsts »in the highly developed countries : first test-tube baby, first newborn saved weighing less than one kilo, first heart transplant, and other  « successes ». Whereas public health was left to deal with diseases affecting large populations belonging to neglected areas of the world, or preventive measures that didn’t excite anybody’s attention.
3) the normative activity. Third difference : bioethics gave rise to a tremendous quantity of standard-setting instruments that operate as a form of « soft law » or are translated into the formal legal system, depending on the country’s traditional way of regulating science and medicine. Public health seems to have neglected a similar move to setting standards.   
But, today the situation has changed.

1) influence of globalization : with its effects on the organization of research (a transnational activity). This  has forced us to be aware of the imbalance existing between developed and undeveloped countries, the North/South gap. Awareness also that if the law forbids a scientific/medical activity in one country, the clients can find another country to respond to their request.
2) But on another level, diseases now can affect the world’s population, regardless of wealth : HIV is the model, but other viruses also.

Unesco ‘s normative efforts in bioethics has taken this starting point. First declaration title reference to Human Rights. Second declaration can be considered as an extension of the first in the specific field concerning human genetic data. But it is the 3rd that is most significant. 

In a preparatory document presented to the CIB in 2002 : 3 definitions of bioethics.
1) the first stage included, the issue of just allocation of health care resources ; 2) equitable acess to health services ; 3) social responsibility, vulnerability, etc

