Making bioethics effective worldwide: the role of NGOS »
1. Recent international standard-setting texts on the life sciences (European Convention on  Human Rights and Biomedicine, UNESCO’s Universal Declaration on Bioethics  and Human Rights) have been built on years of substantive input from specialists in bioethics and their organizations. 

2. Principles such as respect of human dignity and individual autonomy, rules for informed consent and privacy,  have become familiar elements of many national legislations in the fields of medicine and medical research.
3. However, many countries still lack laws to protect the rights and dignity of their citizens, despite calls from various sectors of society for democratic progress, most conspicuously where scientific and technological development is concerned.

4.  We argue that for science to progress while fully respecting ethical values, it will have to be based on informed  debate and deliberation ((with))among people who are neither scientists nor specialists in scientific ethics.

5. Generalist international NGOs can play a useful role here by  disseminating information and organizing debates among their members and the general public at national and local levels. Many NGOs cooperating with UNESCO are already involved in these activities. 
6. But they can do more. For example, in bioethical matters, they can draw on their own experience in a wide variety of areas  affected by biomedical practices (education, male-female parity, human rights, religious questions)  to test the validity of universal bioethic((al))s principles in specific cultural settings. They can then report back on the difficulties encountered,  thereby  contributing to a better understanding by UNESCO of the obstacles remaining to be overcome.
