Presentation

Today nobody  denies the role played by NGOs  in implementing programmes defined by international organizations and adopted by general conferences or assemblies in member States. So it is  not surprising that article 23 of the Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights calls on all States to encourage participation by NGOs  in educational and informational activities related to bioethics.
Of course this is a « declaration », and as such  is not legally binding, even though it was adopted unanimously by UNESCO’s member States in 2005. People do not adhere to ethical principles just because a public authority asks them to, even though the States are duty bound to engage in informing the public and making sure that certain principles are respected, eventually by law.

This Declaration will only acquire meaning and force if the principles it sets forth,- principles  supposedly universal,- are supported by everyone : public and private institutions directly concerned ; scientific researchers, physicians and other health and biology professionals ; but also by citizens who may be patients one day and who, rather than waiting until they are in a critical situation, should realize that this is also their responsibility. For one day they may be asked to give their opinion on an issue involving a  long-term commitment, taking into account its eventual risks.
That is what makes education so important, education seen not so much as the teaching of rules as learning to  contribute to  debates where scientific data and societal aspirations intermingle. The invitation to participate in educational and informational initiatives should not be considered as intended only for specialist NGOs. Other NGOs, often described as generalist are also concerned.

The people who come together in NGOs, particularly those that work with UNESCO, are motivated by a certain awareness of their social responsibility  as shown by their action in favor of objectives  in the general interest.    They are open to the novelty of the Declaration’s aims. Those that participate in the NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee and in the Joint Programmatic Commission Science and Ethics, asked « How can we promote public awareness through the structures of our respective NGOs ? »

This volume is an answer to the challenge set out in article 23 of the Declaration.
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President of the Joint Programmatic Commission Science and Ethics  
Article 23 Bioethics education, training and information 

1. In order to promote the principles set out in this Declaration and to achieve a better understanding of the ethical implications of scientific and technological developments, in particular for young people, States should endeavour to foster bioethics education and training at all levels as well as to encourage information and knowledge dissemination programmes about bioethics.

2. States should encourage the participation of international and regional intergovernmental organizations and international, regional and national non governmental organizations in this endeavour. 

