Bioethics Teaching Material

 Trials and Development for Asia and the Pacific
The Eubios Ethics Institute was founded in 1990 as a forum for reflection on ethical issues of  good life as we approach technology. Research projects conducted on bioethics education in the 1993 International Bioethics Education Survey in Australia, Japan and New Zealand (extending to India and Singapore), found that teaching materials were a common need. While different materials were being developed and shared, an extensive project started in 2003 with funding from the Sasagawa Peace Foundation which produced in March 2004 a compilatin textbook to teach about and research bioethical issues from different perspectives. This book has since been used in school and university classes in a number of countries. The results coming from these trials were discussed at the Fifth Asian Bioethics Conference in February 2004 (the text of these materials and papers are on-line). 

The trials continued in more countries, and became linked to the bioethics education efforts of UNESCO’s Regional Unit for Social and Human Sciences for Asia and the Pacific (RUSHSAP) in Bangkok, when I moved there. In September 2005 the First UNESCO Bangkok Bioethics Roundtable was convened with a large number of discussants discussing bioethics education. A second compilation edition was produced in 2006 (freely available  to download as MS Word files that can be modified, as well as in hard copy), with authors from around Asia and the Pacific: A Cross-Cultural Introduction to Bioethics, editor, Darryl R.J. Macer (Christchurch, N.Z. : Eubios Ethics Institute 2006). We are seeking to gather more case studies, teaching materials on bioethics, environmental ethics and ethics of science and technology, for open access. A multilingual website posts materials and translations of these in other available languages, proposals are welcome. The Teaching Guides, References, Internet links, are in a separate document that can be downloaded from the Internet site. On-line materials are being added on new topics, translations and adaptations in different languages also (e.g. Chinese, Japanese, Tamil, Korean, Thai). The views represented in the materials compiled in the book do not represent the views of UNESCO nor of Eubios Ethics Institute. One of the important aspects of bioethics is critical thinking and free expression, and we can see a variety of chapters in the resources.

Countries involved in school and university trials include Australia, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Pakistan, Poland, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Turkey, and Vietnam. The implementation of UNESCO Bioethics Declaration on bioethics education is possible through these practical activities to produce culturally tested materials, which might be adopted by those governments who wish to include bioethics in their curriculum, at different levels. The project also created an international network of teachers and researchers that use the materials and evaluate the impact of the materials in many countries, between biology and social science teachers, and academics from different fields. As part of a participatory method of education some students from different cultures are also producing media resources, including power point presentations, posters, games, films, puzzles, etc., that can then be shared between culture and school. Rather than having outside persons make resources, the student created resources have been found to be very useful. 
In 2006 the International Bioethics Education network met again in Seoul and issued an action plan for bioethics education, which clarified some of the many goals of bioethics into knowledge, skills and moral development (file on-line). One of the goals of the education project was to examine criteria that could be used to measure the success of bioethics education, and the effectiveness of different forms of education for making mature citizens. There can be several goals of bioethics education, and each could be associated with different measures in evaluation. There a consensus does not exist in the academic literature and teaching community on the most important goals to measure nor on the best criteria to assess whether the education is successful. This project has looked at several methods of evaluation including: development of specific evaluation forms for student and teacher responses to chapters and the textbook or course; ways to analyze the content of student essays and reports; forums where educators and researchers can discuss and improve the content of the textbook and materials, and discuss evaluation; and ways to assess various styles of student feedback from different programs. The lessons from the project need to be developed in the context of policy and curriculum in a number of countries.

There are still numerous challenges that face NGOs, teachers, as well as others. Although the chapters were tested in different countries, there was little correspondence through the yahoo groups Bioethics_for_students@yahoogroups.com and<Bioethicseducation@yahoogroups.com>. There was direct correspondence between some teachers, but the bulk of discourse occurs during special events held to discuss the project. Bioethics clubs have also been established, which provides much scope for NGO involvement.
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